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PARABLE kh 
” And now also the axe is nid unto the root of the trees ; 


therefore, every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”-—Mar. iii, 10. 





The forerumer of Jesus was heré giving 
that instruction to the people which was neces- 
sary for them to receive, in order that they 
might be prepare? to receive the more mighty 
than himself. He showed them the futility of 
depending on their being descendants from 
Abraham as to their being accepted in that 
dispensation which was immediately to be in- 
troduced. 

Although that circumstance was of conse- 
quence to them in respect to that shadowy dis- 
pensation which was waxing old and ready to 
vanish away, it could not serve them as an in- 
duction into that by which all things were to be 
made new ; by which the shadows of the law 
were to flee away, and Jew and Gentile, as of 
twuin, made one new man. 

Fruitomeet ior repeuiance are, Herefore, re- 
quired ; for as they stood in their law charac- 
ter, they were a generation of vipers, as is ev- 
ery child of Adam in the earthly character. 
And as those Pharisees were ever desirous of 
performing something whereby God might ac- 
cept them and delight in them, it was proper 
for them to be informed, that good works or 
fruits, alone would receive approbation, of 
which they, in the character of vipers, were 
destitute, 

‘* And now also the axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees.” Note the axe is an instrument 
by which the tree is severed from its roots, 
which, in the Parable, signifies the executive 
power of the law ; the trees every individual of 
mankind ; the root, (not roots) that one Adam- 
i e from which we all sprang. “ There- 

ry tree which bringeth not forth good 

ewn down, and cast into the fire.”— 

one, in or by the carnal mind, brought 

"good fruit? Is there any spiritual life 

in Adam the first nature? It was said to him, 
“Inthe day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.” If we sprang from a spiritually 
dead root, can we possess any spiritual life de- 
rived from that root ? If we have no spiritu- 
al life, can we bring forth the fruits of right- 
eousness ? If not, the axe must de its office ; 
the trees must be hewn down, that is, severed 

Vou. ¥. } 





from the old root, cut off from the Adamic na- 
ture ; for in that nature we can never partake 
of the tree of life, for behold Gop placed cher- 
ubims and a flaming sword in the east, the 
place of light, that we in that nature, cannot 
approach the tree of life. It is, therefore, 
showed unto us, in the priesthood of the law, 
that neither the High Priests themesiyes; nor 
the people in their representatives, Could en- 
ter the holy place until they were slain in the 
outer court, which was done by proxy, in those 
sacrifices which were offered for tne priests 
and the people. The trees, when hewn down, 
must be cast into the fire ; that being consu- 
med, in respect to the carnal or old man, there 
might no part of that life appear which was 
derived from Adam the first. . 

Further, see the nature of this fire, as de- 
scribed by Malachi iii. 2,3, where Christ is 
represented by a refiner’s fire, and by a fuller’s 
soap 3 whereby the sons of Levi were to be 
purified, that their offering might be in right- 
eousness, And that we are right in respect to 
this fire, is made suiliciently evident by thie . 
words of John, in that) he saith, speaking of 
Christ, “ He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire,” speaking to the Phari- 
sees, whom he called a generation of vipers ; 
and herein he noted the difference between his 
own baptism and that which Christ would ad- 
minister, John does not say that Christ would 
baptize them with the Holy Ghost and fire, if 
they would willingly consent to his ministry ; 
but asserted, saying, “he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” We thea 
observe, that the fire, into whitch the trees are 
cast, when hewn down, is the same with which 
he baptizes ; and that is what always accom- 
panies the Holy Ghost. He, who has happily 
experienced the work of grace, in taking him 
from the wild olive tree and grafting him into 
Christ, knows well that the Lord contends 
with him by fire. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

As it is a thing well known that the forego- 
ing parable has generally’ been applied, by 
christian commentators, very differently from 
the application, made by these notes, it is 
thought expedient to enlarge this edition by. 
candidly considering suitable evidences by 
which the subject may be the more easily judg* 
ed of, 

The same reason which renders an illus- 
tration of this particular subject necessary. re« 
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quires an illustration also of notes on other, _In the 8th verse, John required of those 





parabies, which I propose the execution of, in 
as plain, impartial and scriptural a manner as 
God, by his grace, may assist me to do. 

In my labors on this very important subject, 
{think it advisable to state the common use 
which has been made of the text, in as plain 
and concise a manner as is convenient; seek 
for the relation between the common explana- 
tion and the text with the context; consider 
suitable arguments to show the impropriety of 
the common application, and also to shew the 
consistency of the notes with the text, context 
and the general tenor of the gospel. 

The doctrine of a future and eternal state of 
unmerciful punishmegt, haviag obtained almost 
universal assent in thchristian church for ma- 
ny centuries, many of the parables spoken by 
our Saviour, as wellas many other passages of 
scripture, have been generally used to prove 
and enforce that sentiment, among which this 
parable spoken by the forerunner of Christ is 
found. 
ciful punishment ; for surely that punishment 


which is never to end, cannot be said to be ad- 
ministered in mercy, even by those who think 


whom he calls a generation of vipers, to bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance ; but in the 
10th verse, he intimates that they must be hewn 
down and cast into the fire; and in the 11th 
verse, he informs them what he meant by their 
being cast into the fire. 1 indeed baptize you 
with waTER unto repentance, but he that com- 
eth after me is mightier than I, whose shoe I 
am not worthy to bear ; he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with rire. We now 
see that if Christ’s baptizing that generation 
of vipers with the Holy Ghost and with fire, 


! mean their being cast into future, eternal, un- 


merciful punishment, then the common appli- 
cation o: this parable is correct ; if not, then 
it is easy to see that all mankind standing 
in the same character, ia which the unregene- 
rate scribes and pharisees stood, they must be 


‘ cut off from the olive tree which is wild by na- 


ture, and be grafted into the good olive tree, 


' which is Christ, 1m order to bring forth the 
| fruits of righteousness required, that Christ 


they can see such punishment to be consistent | 


with divine justice, 

Agreeably to this doctrine, it has been gen- 
erally supposed, that the true meaning of the 
above text is, that by ¢recs is meant righteous 
and wicked men, and that every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit, signifieth every 


of righteousness. Hewing those trees down 


and casting them into the fire, signifieth the | 


cutting off of the wicked from all their enjoy- 
ments, and casting them into the before men- 
tioned state of future, eternal, unmerciful pun- 
ishment, 

Let us now look for the relation between the 
above explanation, and the text with the con- 
text. Why are the trees which bring not forth 
good fruit, hewn down and cast into the fire ? 
Answer, because they did not bring forth good 
fruit, but evil fruit. ‘This is the natural sense 
of the text. What is the evil fruit produced 
by those trees which are to be cast into the fire ? 
Answer, sin, To this answer none will object. 
Now look carefully, Will the cutting off of the 
wicked from all possible comforts, and consign- 
ing them to future, eternal, unmerciful punish- 
ment, cause them to cease bringing forth evil 
fruit, and to bring forth good fruit? Answer, 
for that punishment which weans the creature 
from sin, and inclines him to righteousness, is 
by no means unmerciful, nor can it be endless, 
And surcly it does not require a very critical 
investigation to show the impropriety of hew- 
ing down and burning trees, because they bring 
forth evil fruit, if this hewing them down and 
burning them, will in no degree prevent their 
bringing forth this evil fruit. 





I said of a future and eternal state of unmer- , ™Y be manifested as the Lord wr rightoous- 


ness. And that the Saviour’s baptizing with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire, effects this ne- 
cessary work of regeneration, will not be 
doubted. It is hardly necessary that | here 
say any thing on the subject of the consisteacy 
of my explanation of the above parable, with 
the general tenor of the gospel, as nothing can 
be more evident. If the gospel was a scheme 
of endless condemnation, sin and misery, | 
grant the explanation which [ have given of 


wicked man who bringeth not forth the fruits | this scripture would by no means accord with 


the general tenor of the gospel ; but if the gos- 
pel be a scheme of salvation from sin and 
death. then these notes annear to agree with it, 


CONTROVERSIAL. _ 





[For tue Gospel Advocate. | 
AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC, 

The subject which leads me to make the fol- 
lowing appeal to a candid public, is one which 
would have been avoided, had it not been for 
circumstances, which render silence inexpedt- 
ent. Itis with reluctance that I attempt a vin- 
dication of my own character ; for it is ever a 
matter of delicacy, for a man to attempt to speak 
or write in his own defence; nor would I now 
undertake the painful task, had the cag@@i@en 
less aggravating ; but, as it is, | canmgige 
scienciously, let it rest. * 

In the 15th No. of the Gospel Advocal@pwel, 
4, there is a communication addressed to Mr. 
Ragon, a Methodist preacher, who had slander- 
ed my character, with a design, (as I suppose, } 
of retarding the progress of the doctrine for 
which [ contend. I therein called upon hin to 
substantiate his statements through the same 
medium, if he could; and, also, to answer a 
few questions, which were proposed him ; but, 
as yet, he has not answered me, and I fear, he 
never will, I have been inforined, that he says 
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he never wii reply to my questions. Since, 
therefore, he has thus re fused to re ply, efier 
waiting a long time, even till the patience of 
many of my brethren has been exhausted, 1 now 
give him another opportunity to repel my accu- 
sulions, and answer soine questions, with the 
hope that he will now reply. 

Mr. Beals, a citizen of Pierpont, Ashtabula 
county, called on Mr. Ragon, and asked him if 
Tever sent him a challenge for a public debate ¢ | 
Mr. Ragon’s answer was as follows: “ I don’t 
know what else you will make of it; for Mr. | 
Sisson, who lives near Mr, St.Clair, told me that 
he, [ Mr. St. Cla ir,] called on him with a spec ial 
reg ne st, to atten d one of niy mec tings, and there 
in te. “napa preach his sentiments in full ; : 
after which, | might reply ” This conversation 
between Mr. Beals an :d Mr. Ragon, was given | 
me in writing. <A short time after this I called ; 
on Mr. Sisson. (who isa Methodist, ) in the pres- 
ence of Mr. Bruce, of Chardon, and asked him 
if he ever knew me to request the privilege of 
atte nding Mr. Ragon’s nveting, in order to | 
preach in debate with him? He answered that | 
he did not. JY again asked him, if he ever told 
Mr. Ragon, that | left such a request with him ? 
His reply na, & No: neither-do I believe that | 
Mr. Ragon ever said soi” [again enquired, 
did you not tell him something that would give 
him such an impression? Ile answered in the 
negative. [then observed to him, that Mr. 
Ragan had said so, and I could prove it, by 
three or four good y itnesses 3 therefore, one or 
the other of - ese, (if I should speak plain, I 

should sity thodists,) had uttered a base | 
fulsehood 3 or, tobe a “little more mild, have 
wilfully mistaken the fact ! 

Friendiy reader; are you a believer in the | 
soul-chiliing doctrine of endless misery? If | 
so, do yon not believe that all Liars shall wel- 


ter in the flames of'an endless hell of liqnid fire, 
where waves of meited lava roll to all eternity ? 
While the vindictive justice of your God, ‘in 
darts of malignity without merey, shall be hurl- 
ed at their guilty souls ? Ifthis be your behtef, 
surcly you can have no hope for Mr. Ragon.... 
May God have mere yon him and his brethren, 
who have e spoused his desperate cause ! 


Again: I beg the attention of the reader, to 
another circumstance, Mr. Ragon informed a 
woman in Sulem, named Julia Ann Applebee, 
that he had conversed with a young woinan, 
who had worked for me, and that she told him, 
that I made a * constant practice of swearing, 
inmy family; that [swore more than I prayed,” | 
T now callon Mr. Ragon, to inform the public, 
through the medium of the Gospel Advocate, 
who this young woman is ; where she.lives ; 
when she worked for me; when I used pro- 
fane language ; and what oaths Lused? And : 
I declare the story to be rantse. No woman, 
man, or child, has ever heard me use profane | 
languag re since | commenced preaching sut, 
iY Mr. R agon can disprove my assertion, he is | 

| 


wi uverty to co it, and clear his siurts of gut: : 
An , if he refuses to comply with my proposals, 
I hope and trust, the public will give to each 
his due. 

The reader will discover many severe char- 
ges in this communication, against Mr. Ragan, 
which I think can be sustained in any court of 
justice. I, therefore, wish no one to take up- 
on himself any responsibility on my account ; 
for | am determined to abide the result of a 
close investigation before the public ; and, if] 
have done any thing worthy of death, I refuse 
not to die, 

Ifthe Methodists will overlook the conduct 
of Mr. Ragon, in this case, what may we not 


| expect from them hereafte r! J have been ad- 


vised by many of my brethren to institute a suit 
against him, but I have, as yet, deferred doing 
so, hoping he would appear before the public, 
ina vindic: ation of what he has said. 

Editors of the several Religious Papers, are 
humbly requested to give this statement an in- 
sertion, for the sake of one who wishes to have 
the truth brought to light; who pleads nor 


| cuitry to the charges alledged against him by 
' one or more, who dare not meet him in the field 
' 


of investigation, ‘That 1 have been severe, I 

admit; but, a case like this, I think requires 

severity. Davin Str. Carr, 2p. 
Hamden, Nov. 15, 18:6 
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Five years had elapsed since I saw my friend, 
Lorenzo, the day after his union with his ami- 
able Ciarissa, cast a “ lingering look”? towards 


| the venerable cottage of her father, and drive 


towards the rural spot destined for their future 
piace ot residence. The pursuit of happiness 
had ied me from the circle of my friends, into 
distant parts ; where 1 too often had observed 
the painful scencs of misery and wretchedness, 
which sin, ignorance, and folly prod luce, and 
which are entailed u pon our species, by the 
want of a resolution - discard them, or a desti- 
tution ofthat knowledge which would annihilate 
the procuring cause of every moral evil. 
While attempting to investigate the causes of 
inquictude, of woe, and of abject wretchedness, 
I had been led to conclude, that the want ofan 
a s. with the pure principles of the 
Gospel, is pe rhaps, the cause, of incalculable 
misery, Surely, said Ito myself, our kindCrea- 
vor, has not, in esta! blishing the laws of nature, 
rendered necessary, vor proper, those acute mis- 
eries so often experienced by his offspring....... 
The fowls of heaven, and beasts of the field, 
are evidently more happy, in proportion to what 
they are capable of experiencing, than the re- 
puted “ lord of creation.” And is it not true, 
1 inquired, that we invent a thousand wants and 
evils, in the gratification, and practice of which, 
| there is, at best, but a moment: uy enjoyme nt ? 
It is, i” T mistake not, our pride, our extravae 
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gance, our ignorance, and perhaps our unchas- | 


tened ambition, which so frequently leads us to 
the portals of wretchedness and despair, Let 
man limit his desires to his own fireside, or at 
most to the circle of his friends, who, having 
been tried are found worthy of confidence ; and, 
with a becoming resignation to the will of 
Heaven, his happiness will be complete, or at 
least as perfect as can be expected here below. 

A train of reflections, similar to the forego- 
ing, were passing through my mind as I rapped 
at the door of my friend. With mingled emo- 
tions of joy and apprehensiveness, I entered 
their dwelling, and saluted the friends of my 
youth, I had heard but little of them since 
their settlement in life ; and it was impossible 
to restrain a degree of anxiety proportionate to 
the interest 1 felt in their welfare. Perhaps 
their humble dwelling had become the resi- 
dence of disappointed hope and its concomitant 
misery : perhaps they had sought for happiness 
in the giddy circles of fashionable folly,, and 
like thousands of others, had been rewarded 
with vexation and remorse: and, perhaps, by 
embracing the corrupting dogmas of a fashion- 
able religion, they had become callous to the 
emotions of friendship, or the voice of charity. 
But these apprehensions were soon dispelled. 

We were soon seated by the cheerful fire, 
engaged in conversation. By the side of the 
interesting Clarissa was seated her son of about 
four years of age, and, in her arms, an infant 
daughter ofas many months. The glances of 
the father had attracted my attention ; and ev- 
ery.thing I beheld tended to convince me, that 
the happy pair were blessed with mutual affec- 
tion. Health and contentment were seated up- 
on their countenances, and the competence 
which their honest industry had acquired, was 
apparently received, and enjoyed, with thank- 
tulness and gratitude, Surely, said I to myself, 
if happiness is to be found on earth, it is here. 
The mother caressed her infant, with the fond- 
ness of one whose soul was wrapped up in pa- 
rental love, and listened, occasionally, to the in- 
nocent prattle of the urchin at her side, with a 
mother’s fondness. 

A momentary silence had occurred, and was 
agreeably interrupted by the mother. “ ‘These 
little ones,” she said, addressing herself to me, 
* are considered by us, as rich blessings bes- 
towed by heaven itself; as seals of our plight- 
edand mutual love. Since our marriage, on 
which occasion you was present, we have been 
blessed with prosperity and happiness. Our 
all, this side the grave, is centered in our love- 
ly children, Our joy is unutterable, while we 
witness the expansion oftheir faculties ; nor is 
our happiness diminished, when we retrospec- 
tively survey our efforts to provide for them.... 
Our industry has been blessed, by our heaven- 
ly Benefactor ; and we trust, that by a continu- 
ance of our efforts, with the biessing of heaven, 
our own aad their wants, will be supplied, Lo- 





renzo, you perceive, (she continued) is appa- 
rently happy, and my enjoyment is enhanced by 
doing all in my power to render him so, and is 
not destroyed by any suspicions of inconstancy 
or want of affection for myself.” As she paus- 
ed, I found it difficut to refrain from express- 
ing my emotions ; and, invoiuntarily responded 
—you must be happy indeed ! 

A cruel thought obtruded upon my mind, 
and cast a momentary gloom over the pleasing 
scene, Oppressed with its weight, I ventured 
to express it. Your affectionate husband, mad- 
am, and your little children, with whose happi- 
ness your own is evidently identified, are doubt- 
less indescribably dear to you; but, have you 


never been told, that, on account of the sin of 


our progenitors, even your little children have 
become liable to the wrath and curse of God ! 
Yea, have you not been told, that possibiy your 
FUTURE bliss will be enhanced, by beholding 
their unutterable woe and misery ? And have 
you not been taught to believe it your duty, to 
be wiLLtnc to witness all this, if it should ap- 
pear to be the will of God to have it so? The 
chill of death, seemed for a moment to pervade 
the faculties of the mother ; but soon a heavens 
ly smile irradiated her countenance, and dis- 
pelled the unwelcome gloom, She replied :— 
“Tis true, we have heard such sentiments ad- 
vanced, even from the sacred desk ; but bless- 
ed be God, the impressions of that nature, so 
abhorrent, so destructive of rational piety, so 
repugnant to enlightened reason ; nay, so hos- 
tile to the revelation of He ayen—have been e- 
radicated by the illuminating spirit of eternal 
truth. Our minds have long since been liber- 
ated from the bondage of such unholy opinions, 
and we heed them not !” ‘The light ef Jeho- 
vah’s countenance seemed to inspire her with 
love divine, as she proceeded. God is Love; 
and hath commended his love towards us, in 
that while we were yet sinners in due time 
Christ died for us, Nor did he die for us alone, 
He gave himself aransom for all, to be testified 
in due time. He died to redeem us from all 
iniquity ; he was the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world, and we, being sinners, and 
numbered among transgressors, feel for our- 
selves, that we have an interest in our redeem- 
er. But these little innocents,” she said, “ who 
know no law, and are consequently incapable 
of wilfully violating any, whether human or di- 
vine, are not exposed to the penalty of any mor- 
al rule, Moreover, they were set forth by 
Christ, as putterns for our imitation, and well 
would it be for us all, if we imitated their hu- 
mility and innocence more carefully. Yea,our 
blessed Saviour hath said,‘ sufler little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.’ 

How then, can we doubt, therefore, that if 
they are taken from our arms by death, they 
will be embraced by our Saviour, and nourish- 
ed by the God of all grace ? No, sir, she con. 




















tinued ; we, imperfect as we are, love our 
children 3 but God, Oh! delightru!l reilectien ! 
loves them and us, with a pExrecT Love Be- 
lieving thus, we are truly happy ; and it is our 
heart’s desire and prayer to God, that every 
parent may have the same hoiy and peace- 
giving faith.” 

As she ended, a tear of joy was seen trick- 
ling down her cheek, while a glow of generous 
pride, on the part of the happy Lorenzo, see- 
med to say “ she is the idol of my heart.” 

The happiness of the moment was indescri- 
bable. Thy Gospel, Great God, I inwardly e- 
jaculated, how precious—how consoling !....... 
Thy Love, all-gracious Heaven, bow vast, how 
stupendous !—How littie is known of thy na- 


ture, by those who fear thine implacable wrath! | 


and how superiativeiy happy are those, who 


know thy will, and KEEP THY COMMANDMENTS. | 





EDITORIAL ADDRHESS. 

Patrons of Tue Gospet Apvocatr anp IMPARTIAL 
Ixnvesticator: Four years have nearly elapsed, since 
the first number of this paper was offered to the pub- 
lic; and we felicitate ourselves, on being able to pre- 
gent you with the first number of the Firrn Votume, 
in an improved dress, and under more propitious cir- 
cumstances, than have hitherto attended tne work..... 
It has been a desideratum, to have the Apvocarr un- 
shackled, either by the influence of pretended but mis- 
guided friends, or the fear of those whose errors it ex- 
plodes, The object has at length been attained; and, 
we pledge ourselves to the public, that so long as we 
are enabled to wield a pen, or ofier a prayer to Al- 
mighty God, it sHaLv BE a fearless advocate of gospel 
truth, and an impartial investigator of whatever con- 
cerns the present or eternal peace of our fellow be- 
ings. 

In addition to what has heretofore been stated, rel- 
ative to the course which we have marked out for our- 
selves, it is thought proper to give the following out- 
line of our plan. 

Our Creep ts tHe Biste. The scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, we take as tie man of our 
oounsel; and, it will be our constant endeavor to ex- 
hibit the truths therein expressed, in their native puri- 
ty, simplicity, and loveliness. We do verily believe, 
that they are filled with the words of eternal life, sal- 
vation, and joy; and, thus believing, we shall honest- 
ly endeavor to recommend them to the regard of all 
men ; vindicate them from the aspersions of the ene- 
mies of truth; and exhibit tne impartial and supera- 
bundant love communicated through tiem to man, as 
the sacred medium of divine grace, so that the way- 
faring man, though a foul, may understand and be- 
lieve. 

Believing that the Biste, Reason, and Common 
Srnsk, teach theultimate triumph of Jehovah's Grace 
and Love, over Death, Sin, and Heli; we shall con- 
tend for “the faith once delivered to the saints,’’ and 
vindicate the ‘restitution of all things, as spoken by 
the mouth of all God’s holy prophets ever since the 
avorld began,” Having constantly ia view, the hope 
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of a world’s salvation, we shall use great plainness of 
speech, trusting the event with our Heavenly Father. 

seing fully convinced, both from the history of past 
times, 4nd our own experience, that superstition, big- 


vtry, and intole:ance, nave in a measure been procuc- 


ed, upheld, and perpetuated in our world, by desigu.ng 
men, we shall endeavor to rescue the equal mgtts of 
| man, from their unhallowed grasp ; and expose the 
pretensions of those who take the place of God, in 
dooming to condemnation the world of mankind. To 
doing this, personalities will in all cases be avoided, 
unless persons become indentitied with error. 

Holding it to be self-evident, that virtue and happi 
ness, vice and misery, ave inseparably connected, ax 
cuuse and etlect, we shall encourage virtue, that men 
may be happy; aud expose vice, in the hideousness of 
its deformity, that it may be avoided. The honest in- 
quirer after truth; the practical christian; the sober 
morulist; the philosopiical reasoner; as well as tho 


conscientious coutroversialist; will find in our columns, 
“2 portion of meat in due season.” Although we 
claim the right, to decide on the merits of any produc- 
tions of our correspondents, vet well-written essays ot 
suitable prolixity will meet with a cheerful reception, 
whether for or against the doctrines we maintain. 

Not having been favored with a poetical talent, we 
shall sele ctfrom the writings of otiers, to fill the cor. 
ner allotted to sentimental productions of that kind ; 





and content ourselves with soliciting the favors of 
those who court the muses, A judicious selection 
from the best authors, and the numerous papers receiv- 
ed in exchange for ours, will render the Advocate both 
interesting and useful to our patrons. 

In addition to the defence of truth, t!® exposition 


of error, tie inculcation of religious and moral princi- 
ples, and the ordinary subjects introduced into reli- 
gious papers of this kind, we shall, in each number, 


give a brief summary of the most interesting intelli- 
gence of the day. This will be done with a view to 
save expence to our subscribers, aud to render our pa- 
per interesting to our readers. ; 

With this unvarnished statement of our plan, we sub- 
mit our undertaking into the hands of our Creator, and 
the public; trustingin the all-prevailing righteousness 
of the former, and the ucknowledged generosity of the 
latter. If the decision should be in our favor, that re- 
ward will be all that we desire: if against us, we stiall 
endeavor to endure the trial, with becoming resigna 
tion. Our prayer to Lleaven is, that our labors may be 
useful, in promoting the peace of our fellow beings ; 
and that the benignant smiles of Omnipotence, may at 
tend our patrons through the year, and for ever, 

— 

[> Owing to a failure on the part of the paper ma- 
ker we are compelled to issue this number on paper of 
a quality inferior to that which we had engaged; but 
have thought best to do so, rather than delay the pub- 
lication. We are determined to have our paper issued 


PROMPTLY, let come,what will. Epirors. 





Those who are desirous of paying in advance for 
| this volume, are requested to forward one dollar and 
| fifty cents, as soon as convenient, to “ J. Gurovau, 
Esq. pr. M. Buffalo,” or to the editere, free of postage: 
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MISCELLANY. 


[From the Maine Baptist Herald.] 
DEFAMATION. 


“Who steals my purse, steals trash ; ’tis something, nothing; 
Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to thousands, 

But he that filehes from me my good name, 

Robs me of that which not enriches him, 

And makes me poor indeed.” 


from social intercourse with society, in being 
surrounded by friends to whom we are united 
by the endearing bond of affection and friend- 
ship; friends, who have equal rights and priv- 
ileges, and who claim from us, in return for 
their good will, a fellow feeling of mutual kind- 
ness and benevolent sentiments. 
standing the numerous claims which mankind, 
as the children of one parent, have on each 
other, is it not an obvious truth, that they too 
frequently call into action many uncharitable 
and unchristianlike feelings, which are founded 
on a disposition to lessen our‘ neighbor’s real 
or supposed good qualities? ‘This evil habit 
of defamation is, assuredly, one of the greatest 
ills attendant on human society. If any good 
was to result from this contemptible practice, 
something might be urged in iis excuse, but 
as it does not reflect any degree of credit on 
the defamer, nothing can be urged in extenua- 
tion of it. , 

By detracting from our neighbor’s character, 
we do him the most serious injury by depriv- 
ing him of his dearest earthly treasure, his rep- 
utation ; for the loss of which he can never re- 
ceive an equivalent.—In our pilgrimage on 
earth, we anticipate the deception of pretended 
friends and known enemies 3 and we are aware 
of the many, who bear the appearance of actual 
kindness and benignity, at the same time they 
are shedding their poisonous venom thickly a- 
round us, and are inwardly our greatest foes, — 
Let us all endeavor to bear in mind the “ Gol- 
den Rule,” and if we hear ill of our neighbor, 
let us not seek to augment the evil by making 
public any incident calculated to operate to his 
disadvantage, but in the true spirit of charity, 
labor to quench the flame by suffering it to 
pass unnoticed, E. hs 

— 
[From the Christian Register.] 

Mr. Editor.—-The following notes were 
found in the pocket book of a young lady after 
her decease, If you think their publication 
would be useful they are at your disposal. 

“ A few things which I desire constantly to 
keep in my mind, 

ist, That it is the object of my life to pre- 
pare my soul for the enjoyments of heaven and 
to do all in my power to assist my fellow crea- 
tures in attaining the same end, 

2d, That the eye of my God is at all times 
upon me. 


3d. That ] must keep a constant watch upon 


_ my thoughts, words and actions, and hourly 





But, notwith- | 








carry on the work of self-examination. 

4th. Let the the love of God and gratitude 
to my Saviour, for what he has done for me, be 
the predominant emotions of my soul. 

5th, Let the example of purity and holiness 
which Jesus has given us in his life be my 
standard of virtue, and let this be the object 


: | upon which my mental eye is continually fixed, 
A great portion of our happiness is derived | 


6th. Let me be ever striving to increase my 
stock of religious knowledge. 

7th. Let me ever remember that prayer is 
the most solemn act in which I can be engaged, 
and let me never enter upon it with levity or 
without preparation. 

Sth. When I read the Bible let it be as I 
would read a message directly from the most 
Ifigh.” 


The Holy Inquisition.—It appears from doe- 
uments which must be deemed authentic, that 
this infernal tribunal in Spain, during the eigh- 
teen years that an infamous wretch named 
‘Torquemanda was inquisitor general, (to which 
office he was appointed by the most pious pope 
Sextus VI. and the most catholic king Ferdi- 
nand VY.) no less than 10,220 persons were 
burnt alive, 6,640 in effigy, and 97,371 sent to 
the galley or to prison; all under the horrible 
and blasphemous plea of supporting the mild 
and glorious doctrines of Jesus Christ. The 
grand total of the priestly murders and_perse- 
cutions ii: Spain, are as follows ; burned alive 
34,658, in effigy 18,049, sent to the galley 
288,214—besides those that were imprisoned, 
or quietly put to death, in dungeons, by starva- 
tion or disease for the honor of the cross! And 
these things are among the “ ancient and ven- 
erable’’institutions that the late Governeur Mor- 
ris exhorted Spain to ‘ rejoice’ in the restora- 
tion of, ina mild bration, which was listened to 
by a portion, (a little one only,) of the Ameri- 
can people, in the mad days of party spirit, not 
many years ago! It seems that the “holy in- 
quisition” was first completely organized in 
1203, by his holiness pope Innocent HT; but 
it was his holiness pope Gregory TV, under 
whom it was authorised more fully to murder 
men, that Chistianity might abound! There 
is a great deal of this infamous staff still re- 
maining in the world-and too much of a dis- 
position to employ the fire and faggot even a- 
mong ourselves, for the conversion of ¢ infi- 
dels.’— Niles Reg. 





— 

A Goop Recutariox.—In Winthrop’s 
Journa! it is stated, that * in 1693, at the Gen- 
eral Court, an order was made to abolish that 
vain custom of drinking to one another, and 
that upon these and other gronnds, 1. It was 
a thing of no good use, 2. It was an induces 
ment to drunkenness, and occasion of quarrel- 
ling and bloodshed. 3, It occasioned much 
waste of wine and beer. 4, It was very trou- 
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blesome to many, especially the masters and 
mistresses of the feast, who were forced to | 
drink more often than they would. Yet divers, 
even godly persons, were loth to part with this | 
idle ceremony.”—Salem Obs. 
EE 

Mothers.—A picus, intelligent and faithful 
mother, is the greatest earthly blessing that a | 
merciful providence can bestow on a child.— 
If she performs her duty, her offspring will rise | 
up and call her blessed, It is evident from the | 
biographies of Washington and Dwight, that 
their intellectual, inoral greatness was derived 
from the blessing of heaven on the instruction 
and advice of their mothers. The same is no 
doubt true of many, if not all the worthies of 
our land, and the benefactors of our race. 


“There is no greater weakness than for a 
man to be ashamed of his religion, because ig- 
norant men despise it. Would you be ashamed 
of the light of the sun, because a company of 
blind men ridiculed the idea of light? Would 
you be ashamed of the noble faculty of reason, 
because madmen denied its existence ?” 

—— 
NEWS OF THE WEEE. 

Mr. Garnsey has made a motion in congress 
to inquire into the expediency of improving the 
harbor of Fayette, at Silver Creek, on the south 
shore of Lake Erie. 

Mr. Jacob Barker, and others, which were 
found guilty under indictments for fraud,recent- 
ly at New York, have taken their cases before 
the supreme court, on certiorari. 

A meeting has been held at Watertown, for 
the purpose of devising means to render aid to 
the Greeks. : 

Allen Trimble, has been elected Governor 
of Ohio, by a majority of about 50,000 vétes. 

The merchants’ clerks, at Canandaigua,have 
formed a mercantile library, at that village ; the 
Governor and his lady made a donation to the 
same, 

Fisheries. —The fisheries in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, according to a recent investigation, employ a- 
bout 20,000 persons, and yield annually from 250,000 to 
300,000 quintals of fish, or 250,000 barrels including fish of 
the different kinds: salmon, mackerel, herring, &c. 

National Debt.—The reduction of the public debt comes 
in evidence of the general prosperity of the country, as 
well as of the prudence and wisdom of the government,— 
In 1817, the national debt of the United States was 123,- 
000,000; andin January 1827 it will be less than $74,000, 
000, being a reduction of 50,000,000 in ten years. 

Donation to the Greeks.—\t is understood that a vessel 
will sail from Philadelphia in a few days for Greece with 
a cargo of twelve or fifteen hundred barrels of flour; a do- 
nation from the merchants and others of that city to the suf- 
fering Greeks. ; ‘ 

Increase of Rochester —The present population of this 
village, as we are informed by Mr. Elisha Ely, who has just 
taken the Census, amounts to 7,669—Thus inabout sixteen 
months, there has been an increase of 2,396 people, 

It may be well to add, that of the 7,669 people in the vil- 
lage, there are : 

In the Ist, 2d, and 3d wards, on the west side of 
the Genesee, : 

In the 4th and Sth wards, on the east side of the 
Genesee; 2.830 


7,669 


Total, 





Steam Carriage.—A gentlemen in Springfield, Mass, 
has construsted a steam carriage upon very sunple princi- 
ples, which bids fair to be a valuable unprovement. It 
was designed as a model to test the principle; and the 
strength ofa one horse power has only been applied. It 
moves up hill as well as otherwise, and carries eight men. 
Its cost was one hundred dollars. The proprietor is now 
erecting oneof larger dimensions, with 5or 6 horse power, 
estimated to cost $1000, andto consume one cord of pine 
wood per day.— Noah. 

Safety Carriage.—A Mail Stage was publicly exhibited 
on the 15th inst. at Baltimore, having an apparatus for de- 
taching the horses, and locking the wheels in cases of dan- 
ger. 





(> By inserting a brief summary of the news of the 
week, we effectually silence the clamors cf those who 
demand Magazine postage fur this paper. The Post 
Master General has decided that such an arrangement 
subscribers from paying any more 
We 


hope that all our patrons will assert, and receive, their 


will exonerate our 
postage than is lawful for a common newspaper, 
just rights hereafter. Legal postage is one cent per 
sheet within the state, and one cent and a half, out of 
the state and over 100 miles. 


MARRIED.—In this village, on Monday last, by 
Mr. Crawford, Mr. B. Wilcox to Miss Lydia Ann Cal- 
lend We 

At Lewiston, on Thursday last, by Mr. D. M. Smith, 
Mr. Volney Spalding, to Miss ——— Alvord. 


LIST OF AGENTS. 
Alexander, N. Y. Mr. Wells. 
Attica, A. Goodrich. 
Bethany, C. J. Lincoln, 


Bennington, 
Covington, 
Clarendon, 
Canandaigua, 
Chardon, Ohio, 
Cleaveland, 
Concord, By. &. 
Geneseo, 

Gofl’s Mills, 
Holley, 

Hamden, 

Le Roy, 

Livonia, 
Lockport, 
Lewiston, 
Miduleport, 
North Pembroke, 
Niagara Falls, 
Ontarioville, 
Pembroke, 
Parma, 
Rochester, 
Rockport, O. 
South Pembroke, N.Y. 
Scottsville, 

West Bloomfield, 
West Mendon, 


The above gentlemen are 


A. Hayden, Esq. 
Benjamin Vaill. 
E. Farwell, Esq. 
O. Ackley, 
FE. Paine, Jun. Esq. 
I. Kelley, Esq. 
A, Ashuiun, Esq. 
A. Adams, Esq. 
Wm. Goff, Esq. 
G. A. Farwell, 
D. St. Clair, 2d. 
FE. Olmsted. 
Wm. R. Waldron, Esq. 
A. T. Prentice. 
LB. Cooke, Esq. 
A. S. Baker. 
S. Dunham, Esq. 
Gen, P. Whitney. 
C, Gagger. 
Post Master. 
Hollis Saimpson. 
Liscomh Knapp. 
S. Wright, Esq. 
Dr. J. G. Searer. 
D. Farwell, 
HH. Roberts. 
W. 1. Reese. 
respectfully solicited’ tu 


act as Agents for this woik, and their receipt for mon- 
ey paid forthe Fifth Volume, will be valid. 


Our ministering brethren, generally, are requested to 





aid us in obtaining subscribers, aud forwarding the a- 
mount—-and all post-masters, who feel friendly to our 
cause, would render us an essential favor, by acting as a- 
gents. The listwill be continued as others are appointed, 

The following gentlemen in Upper Canada are alse 
duly appointed agents for this paper. 

H. Leavenworth, at St. Catharines, U. C. 

John Crooks, Esq. P. M, Niagara. 

Ss 
Post Master, Thprold. 
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Poetic Department, 


THE GAMESTER. 
See where the victim stands ! not covered with flowers, 
But compassed round with fiends ;—His haggard cheek, 
His beam'ess eyve—what te!] they ?—Ot lost hours, 
With mute, but dreadful eloouence they speak ! 
Of fame and fortune blighted, hopes betrayed, 
And ail the fearful wreck one cherished vice has made. 


Hark to yon hollow laugh of desp’rate mirth, 
That while it fires the brain, and lights the eye, 
Sounds the last knell of peace ; owing its birth 
To the deep pangs of menta! agony. 

“Tis the convulsive joy of wild Despair 


Wrang from the tortured heart—a joy that Demon’s share. 


Oh, love of play ! so called in fashion’s phrase, 
Blighter of social hearths and peacefui hours; 
Cank’rer of manhood’s fair and opening days, 

That but for thee had else been strewn with flowers; 
*Thou direst passion of the human heart, 

sNone but a master’s hand can paint thee as thou art! 


‘Oli! vice of all most hurtful to the soul, 

Climax of every other vice—the mind 

That once acknowledges thy fell control, 

Spreads desolation round it; like the wind 

That sweeps the desert in its poison’d wrath, 
‘Shedding where’er it breathes destruction in its path! 


Oh, vice of all most deadly! on thy shrine 

Nature’s soft links, love’s sweet and holy ties, 

Fa!l early victims—a!| the bonds that twine 

Around inan’s heart, light up a sacrifice 

More cruel than on Bramah’s bioodsta ned pyre, 
Where Hindoo mothers joy to see their babes expire ! 


Fame, honor, fortune, all are swept away, 

All swell the gen’ral wreck ;—why stands he here 

A ruin’d hopeless wretch 7—As breaks the day, 

He quits the scene of plunder ;—in his ear 

Ring the still rattling dice ;—his throbbing brain 

Is crowded now with thoughts, that ne’er shal! rest again. 


Rushing with horror through the silent streets, 
Andsbhrinking from himsceif, he seeks his home 
{Once ’twasa happy one,)—h's pale wife grects 
His wished return with smiles ;—how can man roam 
From woman’s calm endearments to partake 
‘Those scenes that of his soul a leafless desert make ? 


Ah! she has fisien’d with a beating heart 
To every passing footstep ;—she has told 
Each ling’ring hour’s dull chime with frequent start, 
And tears that none might chide, and none behold; 
And she has kiss’d her ‘nfant in his sleep, 

» Praying that heaven from him such fatal vice may keep! 


But now she meets the lost one with a smile, 

, 
That would seem cheerful—save that her pale brow 
And faded cheek tell other tales the while 
Of sufferings which her lips will ne’er avow; 
Fondly she clasps the wanderer to her breast— 
Alas! not even there can his wreck’d heart find rest! 











She leads him to the couch where calmly sleeps 
His beggar’d child ;—then e’en the gamester’s soul 
Owns ai! a father’s feelings! See, he weeps— 
(But they are tears that madden as they roll—) 

Ob! drops, by years of anguish cheaply bought, 
Could ye but wash away the ruin he has wrought ‘ 


I 
[tmay not be !—already on his brow 


Cain-like, is stampt the burning mark of shame ; 
And the chill hand of scorn is pointing now 
Its withering finger at his blighted name ;— 
[t may not be! ere sinks another sun, 
Seif-murder crowns his work of guilt—Despair’s last work 
is done. Mrs. C. B. Wilson: 
1 


FROM MOORE’S MELODIES. 


A BEAM of tranquillity smil’d in the west, 
The storms of the morning pursued us no more; 
And the wave, while it welcom’d the moment of rest; 
Still heav'd, as remembering ills that were o’er! 


Serene'y my heart took the hue of the hour, 
Its pass ons were 8 eeping, were mute as the dead, 
And the spir't becalm’d, but remember’d their power; 
As the bitiow the force of the gale that was fled! 


I thought of the days when to pleasure alone 
My heart ever granted a wishor a sigh; 
When tive saddest emotion my bosom had known 
Was p.ty for those who were wiser tlian |! 





I felt how the pure, intellectual fire 
In juxury foses its heavenly ray ; 

How svoun, in the Javishing cup of desire, 
The peart of the soul may be melted away ! 


And [ praved of that Spirit who lighted the flame, 
That pleasure no more might its purity « 
And thai sullied but little, or bs ightly the same, 
I might yive back the gem I had borrow’d from him | 





The thought was ecstatic! T felt as if Heaven 
Hd aiready the wreath of eternity shown ; 
As .t, passin al! chasten’d and error forgiven, 
My heart had begun to be purely its own! 





Tlook’d to the west, and the beautiful sky 

Which orn ng had clouded, was clouded no more : 
“Ob! thus,” L exctaim’d, can a heavenly eve 

Shed iight on the soul that was darken’d before ™ 
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DIED. —In tiis village, Mrs. Nancy Holmes, wile of 


Mr. +\. Holmes, aged 25 years. 

In Ge eva, on the 21st ult. Walter Grieve, Esq. 
aced 5z, Brig. Gen. of the 4th Brigade of N. Y. State 
Aviillery. 

in Glen, Montgomery co. N. Y. on the 28th of Oct. 
last, Miss P ily Ree se, sister of Br. W. 
‘Sest Mendon, Munroe co, aged about 20 years, It 
need only be said, 

*#"* « why mourn her loss ? 
She lived—she died !—she lives to die no more? 
Her sorrows, pains, and woes, forever o’er; 
Deaih, sin, and heli, have lost their cruel sway, 
She lives with Christ in an eternal day ; 


- For Gop 1s Love.” 





The Gospet Apvocarte, and IMpartian Invesrica- 
TOR, I8 p paariahed byan Aasociation of Gentleme n, at 31,50. 
in advance ; $2,00 if paid within six months; and 8,50, if 
not paid cae the expiration of the year. 

lL. S. EVERETT AND T. FISK, EDITORS. 


SALISBURY, PRINTER 


1. Reese of 
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